
shadow over the park.  Without the extra height, the 
hospital would need to occupy more land. 

Recognising current car parking issues, the 
proposed design includes drop-off zones and separate 
and smooth flowing access ways for emergency 
vehicles, pedestrians and visitors. A new pedestrian 
street through the middle of the hospital is a key 
improvement.

There has been a survey of trees on the proposed 
land swap area and while some trees will need to be 
removed to accommodate the new hospital buildings, 
the land swap will enable the Council to protect and 
enhance the environment along the Avon River. 

•	 Tuesday 6 April, 2010, 6pm-8pm; 
•	 Thursday 8 April, 2010, 9am-11am;
•	 Wednesday 21 April, 2010, 1pm-3pm.

For further inquiries, please call 03 941 8666 or visit www.
cdhb.govt.nz or www.ccc.govt.nz/haveyoursay

Why do we need a new hospital?

While more health services are being offered in the 
community, good hospital facilities will always be needed 
to provide a high standard of health care for Canterbury 
people and the rest of the South Island (Christchurch Hospital 
provides specialist services for the whole of the South Island). 

Many of Christchurch Hospital’s current buildings, including 
the main 360-bed Riverside block, are ageing, not fit for 
purpose and do not meet current earthquake standards.  
Unless the existing site is redeveloped or another alternative 
is found we are facing a real sustainability issue with many of 
our core health services in Canterbury.

A patient-centred approach to care is at the heart of the 
proposed design for the new hospital which includes two new 
multilevel buildings being constructed behind the current 
hospital buildings. Vastly improved access to key areas, 
including a new front entrance and redesigned specialist 
services, such as a new children’s facility, are part of the plan. 

Linkages between the new buildings and current Parkside 
building, Christchurch Women’s Hospital, Canterbury Health 
Laboratories and CDHB’s St Asaph Street services are also 
part of the proposal, enabling easier visitor access and 
parking.

Unlike the present hospital, the redevelopment would connect 
essential services, which is currently not the case.  For 
example, the Emergency Department, a helicopter pad on the 
roof of the building and other urgent care services would be 
close to each other for fast transfer of seriously ill patients. 

Christchurch Hospital 
Redevelopment 
Consultation 

The Christchurch Hospital redevelopment also presents an 
opportunity to transfer ownership of the Nurses’ Memorial 
Chapel from the CDHB to the Council. This would secure the 
long term future of the Chapel.

How do I have my say on the Christchurch Hospital 
Redevelopment Proposal?

Public submissions are being accepted from Tuesday 
30 March until Tuesday 4 May 2010.  You can make a 
submission via email or post.  A submission form is attached 
to this brochure or you can fill it out online by visiting www.
cdhb.govt.nz or www.ccc.govt.nz/haveyoursay 

You can also request to speak about your submission to 
a hearings panel, comprising CDHB board members and 
Christchurch City Council members, during the week from 
31 May to 4 June 2010. The hearings panel will make 
a recommendation to both the Council and CDHB, who 
will make the final decision whether to proceed with the 
proposal. 

You can also visit the information kiosk in the University of 
Otago’s ground floor foyer, next to the University Bookshop, 
on the Christchurch Hospital site.  If you would like to speak 
to someone about the proposal, CDHB and CCC staff will be 
there on:

Proposed Christchurch Hospital Redevelopment

To meet the demands for healthcare in the 21st century, 
Christchurch Hospital needs to be able to deliver its services 
from more modern facilities. As part of its facilities planning, 
the Canterbury District Health Board (CDHB) has identified 
the need for a new hospital because the current facilities 
are inadequate. There is a need for more space, earthquake-
resistant buildings and the flexibility to meet the future 
demands of a rapidly ageing population. At the same time, 
people across the Canterbury health system are working to 
transform it, ensuring more services can be provided in the 
community, keeping people healthier at home.

The options for redevelopment on the existing Christchurch 
Hospital site are very limited. The option that is proposed 
is in two stages (see concept plan on the other side of this 
brochure) and is an exciting development that offers the best 
flow for services and the least disruption to patients, visitors 
and staff during the construction period.

Christchurch Hospital is a major employer and plays an 
important role in the local economy. To maintain a vibrant 
and prosperous central city it is important that the hospital 
remains on its current site.

Before the proposal goes any further, CDHB and 
Christchurch City Council, which is supportive of the 
proposal, are consulting with the community regarding the 
redevelopment.

Key aspects of the redevelopment include:

falls well below current earthquake standards.  It is 
currently being emptied because of this risk and would 
cost about $10 million to be earthquake strengthened 
alone. Many more millions would need to be spent to 
upgrade it but this would only create an office tower, not 
hospital facilities. 

The proposed height and floor area of the new 
buildings are greater than that allowed in the current 
Christchurch City Plan. CDHB will be applying for 
resource consent for these changes. The buildings would 
have little impact on nearby neighbours and, being 
on the south side of Hagley Park, they will not cast a 

new building and quickly transported to the Emergency 
Department.  The area of Hagley Park, where helicopters 
currently land to allow patients to be transported by 
ambulance to the hospital, would return to recreational 
use. 

Hagley Hostel, on Riccarton Avenue next to Christchurch 
Women’s Hospital, needs to be demolished for the 
Christchurch Hospital Redevelopment to go ahead.  Hagley 
Hostel is a Group 3 heritage building in the Christchurch 
City Plan, (defined as being of regional or metropolitan 
significance, the protection of which is important where 
this can be reasonably achieved).  The hostel is not 
suitable for medical care because of its design. It is also 

CDHB needs to swap a piece of its tree lined 
riverside land between the hospital’s Riverside block 
and the Avon River for a similar sized piece of Council 
park land.  The Council land required for the new 
hospital is already used for hospital car parking (see 
aerial photo above. The areas are marked ‘A’ (Council 
land) and ‘B’ (CDHB land)).

A helicopter pad is included in stage one.  This would 
allow seriously ill people to be flown to the top of the 




